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Chairman’s message 
 

Club Tennis 

Club Nights 

We held many club nights 

this year.  These nights are 

mostly mixed doubles, and 

mixed ability but are always 

fun!  Club nights are as much 

a social event as a tennis 

event and they are a great 

way for new members to get 

to know and play with other 

club members in a friendly 

environment. 

 

Shorten Trophy 

The Shorten Trophy was 

donated a number of years 

ago by the Shorten family in 

memory of club member Ben 

Shorten.  The trophy is 

presented to the winners of a 

mixed doubles tournament 

where the pairings are drawn 

from a hat.  This year the 

trophy was won by Ria 

Moloney and Richard 

Lodge.  Congratulations also 

to Lelia Thornton and Sean 

Walsh who won the 

associated. plate 

competition. 

 

Wimbledon Event 

We held a fun mixed doubles 

event on the middle Sunday 

of the Wimbledon 

tournament in July. We had 

sunshine, music, delicious 

food … and some tennis! 

 

Club Championships and 

BBQ 

Run in late August and early 

September.  We had a huge 

entry of 132 players across 

nine competitions.  As usual 

we closed off the event with 

a prize giving and a 

barbecue.  Thanks to the 

band B# for providing the 

entertainment!  All the 

winners are listed on the back 

page! 

 

Team Tennis 

This was run between 

November and December with 

some final games being 

played into January.  We had 

nine teams and over ninety 

players playing.  Team Edburg 

beat Team Seles by a single 

point.  See the back page for a 

list of the winning team. 
 

Turkey Tournament 

The annual event was run on 

the 8th of December with 

festive cheer and lots of spot 

prizes. 

 

Dear member, 

As I write this, the Government are publishing their plans for phasing out the current Covid-19 

restrictions over the coming weeks and months.  I am hopeful that we will be able to reopen the 

club to some extent before the end of May but of course we will comply with all the medical 

advice in that regard.  We have appointed a sub-committee to plan how we can get back playing 

safely and as soon as possible.  I will inform you further when we have developed those plans.  In 

the meantime, we have compiled this newsletter to provide you with a recap of the year gone by 

and some updates on current activities.  I hope you find it both interesting and informative.  
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“Grant 

application 

approved” 

We have had a very active 

year in ladies’ leagues.  In 

total we had 16 teams 

playing in league 

competitions and a further 

four teams in mixed leagues. 

We entered two teams in 
the 2019 Floodlit 
League, one at class 3 
and the second at class 5.  
Both teams played well 
and remain in their 
respective classes. 

This year we entered four 

teams in the Senior League.  

We had a team at class 2, 

two at class 5 and another at 

class 6.  One of the class 5 

Ladies Leagues update 

 teams got promoted so we 

will have a class 4 team in 

that league next year.  The 

other teams remain in their 

respective classes. 

The Winter League was 
interrupted before it 
could be fully completed.  
Of our 5 teams two were 
promoted one from class 
6 to class 5 and another 
from class 3 to class 2.  
Unfortunately, one class 
6 team was relegated to 
class 7.  The other two 
teams remain in classes 
4 and 6 respectively. 

Deerpark were proud to 

host the 5 Mile League this 

year.  Thanks to Suzanne 

O’Brien and her team for 

overseeing a great league. 

Blackrock and Sandycove 

contested the final with 

Sandycove winning out and 

so will host in 2020.  

All 4 Deerpark teams in the 

2019 Mixed League remain 

in their classes. 

 

The 4 “top courts” need 
to be resurfaced.  The 
club applied for a sports 

capital grant in 
conjunction with Dun 
Laoghaire County Council 
and we are delighted that 
that application has been 
successful.  The next step 
will be for Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown to issue a 
tender for the works.  The 
club has appointed a sub-
committee to develop our 

Court resurfacing 

 specification for the works 
which will be included in 
the tender.  

Unfortunately, the Covid-
19 situation means that 
this process is now 
stalled.  As soon as we 
can get things moving 
again we will be engaging 
with Dun Laoghaire to get 
the tender issued with a 
view to getting the works 
completed as soon as 
possible. 

Court 4 remains closed but 

we hope to be able to clean 

that court so that it is 

available for play as soon 

as possible after the 

playing restrictions 

generally are lifted. 

The club finances remain 
reasonably healthy.  

However, we have 
significant expenditure 
ahead of us to get the 
courts resurfaced and to 
complete other projects. 

Our club provides a great 
outlet to our members 
and whenever we can get 
back to playing we expect 
the demand to be even 
higher than usual as it 

Club Finances 

 will not be possible to 
play other sports while 

maintaining a social 
distance. 

When we fully understand 
the financial impact of the 
current club closure we 
will consider how to 
reflect that in member 
subscriptions.  After much 
discussion by the 
committee we have 

decided to leave the 
subscription rates 

unchanged.  Our 
membership year runs 
from April 1st each year 
so a gentle reminder that 
subscriptions are now 
due. 
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Other events 

 

Deerpark Juniors had a 
very busy year over 2019. 
On competitive front 
Deerpark entered 2 teams 
for U12s March event and 
4 teams for U18 Tennis 
Ireland Tournament. 
These are competitive 
inter club matches of both 
single and doubles, girls 
and boys.  
Deerpark aims to enter as 
many junior teams as is 
viable and it takes a lot of 
commitment from players 
and parents to ensure 
that it runs smoothly. 

We entered the maximum 
allowable teams into the 
DLTC Autumn 
Tournament. 2 teams at 
U14 and 3 at U18. Our 
U18 boys reached the 
semi-finals which was a 
wonderful achievement.  
Massive congratulations 
to Joe Morrissey, Cian 
O’Sullivan, Jack Keegan 
and Agostino Luisetti.  

Deerpark also competed 
in the Stars and Stripes 
tournament – both U14 

Juniors 

 and U12. Congratulations 
to our budding U12 
Tennis champions who 
won the U12 Cup, beating 
Rathgar, and also to U14 
team of boys and girls 
who lost a close semi-
final cup match to 
Donnybrook. 

Social events included 2 
parent/child competitions.  
These proved to be very 
popular events, attracting 
a large number of entries.  
Early in the year we held 
round robin competitions.  
Although participation 
was lower than expected, 
the tennis was good The 
Summer bring a friend 
doubles event and the 
Christmas U14 doubles 
American Tournament 
were both very enjoyable, 
despite the weather not 
being great for the 
Christmas one.  We are 
hoping to run some more 
American type 
tournaments during 2020, 
when it is possible to get 
back to playing.  

The Junior 
championships took 
place from the 19th to the 
24th of August. 77 
players competed in 21 

events. Special thanks to 
Tour America for their 
sponsorship of the Junior 
Championships. This was 
a great week of tennis 
and fun, rounded off by a 
gorgeous sunny finals 
day with annual BBQ. 

The junior committee is 
always looking for help 
or if you have any ideas 
on how to improve 
events please let us 
know. 

 

“Special thanks 

to Tour America 

for their 

sponsorship of 

the Junior 

Championships.” 
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Thanks to the enthusiasm of our members we have had a number of social and 

charity events throughout the year.  At Halloween Louise Hardiman organized a 

“Spooky Tennis” event and raised funds for the Living with Dementia charity.   

 

A group of Deerpark members headed down to Nenagh in November.  We were 

invited by Margaret Folan who is Ger Doyle’s first cousin and is Chairperson of 

Nenagh Tennis Club.  We played tennis using a format devised by their club coach 

which was both competitive and fun. The format meant that the pairings were 

evened out, so it didn’t really matter what standard you were – everyone had a 

chance to compete and have fun.   The members of Nenagh Tennis club were 

terrific hosts and organised a few social and educational activities for us over the 

weekend in addition to the tennis.  The pressure is on for us to return the favour 

when we can get back playing tennis and enjoying social gatherings. 

 



 

 

Deerpark,  

Mount Merrion,  

Co Dublin,  

Ireland. 

Tel:  

(01) 278 1466 

Email: 

info@deerparktennis.ie 

 

Web: 

deerparktennis.ie 

 

 
 

Membership Summary 2019/20 

  

 Families Single 
Adult 

Single 
Reduced 

Renewal 97 134 44 
New 17 10 6 

Total 114 144 50 
 

 

This tennis club could not 
operate without all the 
hard work put in by our 
committee volunteers.  
They offer their time and 
services with good 

humour and always have 
the club’s best interests 
at heart.  

Your Tennis Club Committee 
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These membership figures 

show a slight reduction on 

the previous year with 

families down 11 and 

reduced fee members down 

5.  Our single adult 

membership numbers are up 

3.  Our membership 

subscriptions of €440 for a 

family, €210 for a single 

adult and €160 for a 

junior/reduced fee member 

continue to offer excellent 

value compared to other 

comparable local tennis 

clubs. 

Chairperson Tony Fleming 

Secretary Alison Dunne 
Treasurer Donal Leavey 
Ladies Captain Caroline O’Riordan 
Mens Captain Richard Lodge 
Club Coach Ciaran Redmond 
Membership Secretary Paula Conroy 
Juniors Rep Rachel Mitchell 
Adult Organiser Graham McCormick 
Club Maintenance Sean O’Connell 
Court Projects Brian Morrissey 

 

 

Event Winners 

Mixed Championship Doubles Elaine Leary & Adrian O'Farrell 

Ladies Championship Singles  Elaine Leary 

Ladies Championship Doubles  Elaine Leary & Susan O'Coinne 

Men's Championship Singles  Ciaran Redmond 

Men's Championship Doubles Colm Murphy & Adrian O'Farrell 

Ladies B Singles Chris Scanlon 

Ladies B Doubles  Jane Sammon & Chris Scanlon 

Men's B Singles  John Gibbons 

Men's B Doubles Ben Deans & Thorsten Fischer 

 

Competition Winners 
 

 

Team Tennis (Team Edburg) 

Celia McCarthy (Capt) Karin Alfvag 

Lelia Thornton Elaine Dunn 

Micheal O'Donnabhain Yvonne Wylde 

Mags Burke John Gibbons 

Patricia Hegarty John Dunne 

 

tel:003532781466
mailto:info@deerparktennis.ie

